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Demand for water is one of the major 
challenges of the current century, 
and past approaches are no longer 
sufficient. Based on the “soft path” 
approach to the energy sector, a 
transition is now under way to a soft 
path for water. This approach starts 
by ensuring that ecosystem needs for 
water are satisfied and then undertakes 
a radical approach to reducing human 
uses of water by economic and social 
incentives, including open decision-
making, water markets and equitable 
pricing, and the application of super-
efficient technology, all applied in 
ways that avoid jeopardizing quality of 
life. The soft path for water is therefore 
a management strategy that frees up 
water by curbing water waste.

This book is the first to present and 
apply the water soft path approach. 
It has three aims: to bring to a wider 
audience the concept and the potential 
of water soft paths; to demonstrate 
that soft path analysis is analytical and 
practical, and not just “eco-dreaming”; 
and to indicate that soft paths are not 
only conceptually attractive but that 
they can be made economically and 
politically feasible. 

David B. Brooks has worked for NGOs in Canada, Energy Probe and Friends of the Earth, and for IDRC 
(International Development Research Centre) on overseas projects on water and natural resource 
management. He has published extensively in the field. Oliver M. Brandes is Water Sustainability 
Project Leader and Associate Director at the POLIS Project on Ecological Governance, University of 
Victoria, Canada. Stephen Gurman is an environmental consultant and writer.

These goals are reflected by the scope of the book which is organized around the three aspects of any 
soft path: a vision of a sustainable water future based on the soft path concept; an analytic method 
to define alternative routes to get to that future (most literally, the soft paths), as illustrated by case 
studies in Canada and elsewhere: and a tool kit for planners and other practitioners. 



Please post orders to: 
Earthscan, FREEPOST RRUK-TTAX-XCRZ
Dunstan House, 14a St Cross Street, London EC1N 8XA • 

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7841 1930    •    Fax: +44 (0) 20 7242 1474
Email: orders@earthscan.co.uk • Website: www.earthscan.co.uk 

TITLE ISBN PRICE (£) 
WITH DISCOUNT QTY TOTAL

Making the Most of the Water we Have (Hardback) 9781844077540 40.00                         
The Atlas of Water (Paperback) 9781844071333 10.00

The Adaptive Water Resource Management Handbook (Hardback) 9781844077922 32.00

Reforming Institutions in Water Resource Management (Hardback) 9781844077557 48.00

The United Nations World Water Development Report 3 (Paperback x 2) 9781844078400 32.00

Subtotal

Postage & Packaging UK: £3.50

Europe Airmail: £5 + £2 per additional book

RoW Airmail: £7.50 + £2 per additional book

Total

O
R
D
E
R

F
O
R
M 

 

Get a 20% DISCOUNT on all Earthscan books - sign up to our New Book E-Alerts
To receive an e-alert announcing new books from Earthscan, and take advantage of offers unique to our members, 

visit www.earthscan.co.uk and choose the subjects that interest you: 
Agriculture & Food • Architecture & Construction • Business & Environmental Management • Cities & Infrastructure • Climate • Design • Development • Ecology, 

Biodiversity & Conservation • Economics • Energy • Environmental & Sustainability Assessment • Forestry • Health & Population • Natural Resource Management • 
Religion • Risk, Science & Technology • Sustainable Development • Tourism 

To get your 20% discount please return this form or enter the voucher code AF20 when ordering at www.earthscan.co.uk

The Adaptive Water 
Resource Management 
Handbook:  
A Bigger Picture
Jaroslav Mysiak, Hans Jørgen 
Henrikson, Caroline Sullivan, 
John Bromley and Claudia 
Pahl-Wostl

Hb • £39.95 £32.00 • 9781844077922
208 pages • August 2009

This book, based on extensive research from 
the NeWater project, explains the benefits, 
outcomes and lessons learned from adaptive 
water management (AWM). AWM is a way of 
responding to uncertainty by designing policy 
measures which are provisional and incremental, 
subject to subsequent modification in response to 
environmental change and other variables.

Reforming Institutions 
in Water Resource 
Management: Policy and 
Performance for Sustainable 
Development
Edited By Lin Crase and 
Vasant P. Gandhi 
Hb • £60.00 £48.00 • 9781844077557 

	               336 pages • June 2009

This book provides a new approach for the analysis 
and design of water institutions that govern the use 
and development of water resources, particularly 
for agriculture which is the largest user. Drawing 
on the theory of New Institutional Economics and 
comparisons with Australia (as a developed country) 
and other less developed nations in Africa and Asia, 
the authors present original empirical data from 
three Indian states.

The United Nations 
World Water 
Development Report 3: 
Water in a Changing World 
(Two Volumes and CD-ROM) 
UN World Water Assessment 
Programme

Pb • £39.95 £32.00 • 9781844078400 
432 pages • April 2009

This report, published every three years, offers best 
practices as well as in-depth theoretical analyses 
to help stimulate ideas and actions for better 
stewardship in the water sector.  It is the only report 
of its kind, resulting from the collaboration and 
contributions of the 26 UN agencies, commissions, 
program, funds, secretariats and conventions that 
have a significant role in addressing global water 
concerns. Published with UNESCO.
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